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 The purpose of this work is the need to study the functioning of 

occasional units in systematic languages from the point of view of 

the results of high thinking. This work will identify the most 

common ways of forming occasionalisms in differently 

systematic languages.  
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Many scientists recognize the existence of the problem of differentiation between the neological and the 

delimiting occasional feature of vocabulary. “Most linguists consider the most important occasional 

words and neologisms to be their belonging, respectively, to speech and language”. It should be noted 

that both concepts we are considering relate to non-usual vocabulary. In the dictionary V.N. Yartseva 

we find the following definition of the concept “usus”: “(from the Latin usus use, use, custom) in 

linguistics the generally accepted use of a linguistic unit (word, phraseological unit, etc.) in contrast to 

its occasional (temporary and individual) use”. Thus, non-usual vocabulary is units of language 

(neologisms) or speech (occasionalisms). which were created in an unusual and unusual way for a 

native speaker of this language. These methods, i.e. methods of non-usual word formation, will be 

discussed below. 

S.N. Isakova notes that “occasionalisms are also neologisms that... belong not to language (system), but 

to speech (function).” In her opinion, the relationship between occasionalisms and neologisms can be 

conveyed by a diagram (see Appendix 1). S.N. Isakova emphasizes that occasionalisms, like 

neologisms, often have components of the vocabulary of a language, however, in their composition, 

neologisms can enter its lexical composition or become archaisms, and occasionalisms forever remain 

in the author’s work, separately from which they can rarely be understood . AV.D. Devkin is inclined to 

believe that equating the concepts of neologism and occasionalism is completely justified, since “the 

arbitrariness of word creation is curbed by the control of comprehensibility and mandatory adherence to 

word formation rules, compliance with the model”. However, he also recognizes the potential division 

of non-usual word formation into occasional words, proposed by E.A. Zemskoy understands a potential 

word as a word created according to the most productive types, which can fill the gaps in word-

formation paradigms, “i.e. that is, they implement the laws of word formation.” 

M.V. Radchenko is alsoadherent of the opinion that occasionalism, this is an independent concept and 

in this regard she calls also various reasons for the appearance of neologisms and occasionalisms. 

Neologisms appear in a language to name a new object or phenomenon, to give this or that a more 

precise name, and also in order to replace descriptive phrase. Sometimes the speaker may use a word in 
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new meaning not inherent in literary language, and therefore this word may become a neologism. M.V.  

Radchenko gives an example from English language–the word “stick around” has a different meaning 

in youth slang meaning (“to be somewhere”) rather than (“to be in a standing position, stick out...”). In 

literary language. Occasionalisms appear mainly to fulfill creative tasks. The author of the work creates 

a word that will convey his thoughts as best as possible. “He strives to make maximum use of the 

expressive capabilities of language”. 

E.A. Zemskaya also shares this point of view. In her opinion, occasionalisms characterize the creative, 

individual, aesthetic aspect of language learning; they realize the individual creative competence of the 

speaker. They are focused not on rules common to all native speakers, but on the ability of each person 

to construct new units using those patterns that are already present in the language. E.A. Zemskaya 

believes that occasionalisms most clearly show the creative potential of language, “after all, any most 

individual occasionalism must be understood by others” . However, occasionalism can also be created 

for the purpose of fulfilling nominative function, like a neologism: occasionalism can become a name 

for a new reality that has appeared in life, if it does not yet have a name. Occasionalisms can also 

replace descriptive phrases to save speech in order to emphasize its semantic capacity. 

Occasional vocabulary is often evaluative. By means of creating a new word, the author expresses his 

attitude towards this object, phenomenon or person . V.D. Devkin notes that the departure from the 

usual and an appeal to the occasional is often dictated by reasons of an informative and expressive 

nature. He argues that occasionalisms are most often created by those who have little knowledge of the 

norm of language, and lists groups of people who often generate occasionalisms, and the psychological 

reasons that lead to this: these can be small children, foreigners, poorly educated people, or people 

which at one time or anotherdo not have the necessary mental material when excited or when memory 

fails. V.D. Devkin also identifies another reason for the appearance of occasionalisms: if there is a 

productive model in the language that is in fashion at a given time. In this case, the native speaker may 

not pursue the goal of expressing himself expressively. If occasionalisms are created consciously, then 

the author’s desire to express himself in an unusual way is obvious. “Such an expressive attitude 

towards breaking the usage is found in the speech of intellectuals, in people trying to be original, in the 

language of young people and some writers” 

Since time immemorial, neoplasms have attracted attention with their unusualness. Already in Ancient 

Greece, the problem of new words was raised. The dialogue “Cratylus, or on the Correctness of Names” 

by the founder of the School of Athens, Plato, reflects all the views on the nature of language and 

linguistic creativity known in ancient times. Two questions are brought up for discussion: 1) about the 

connection between the name and the namer and 2) about the connection between the name and the 

thing. 

In terms of resolving the issue of new words, the conclusions from the dialogue to which Plato leads his 

readers on behalf of Socrates, who acts as an arbitrator in the dispute between Cratylus (a supporter of 

the “naturalness” of names) and Hermogenes (a supporter of the idea of “establishment”), are 

interesting:  
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The views of ancient philosophers on the nature of language and linguistic creativity served as the 

starting point for numerous studies related to the problem of new words. However, new words began to 

be subjected to linguistic research itself much later, with the emergence of interest in the functional side 

of language and the distinction between the concepts of “language” and “speech”. Ferdinand de 

Saussure in his “Course of General Linguistics” speaks of the distinction between “language” and 

“speech” in connection with the problem of creating new words: “... the new formation, which is the 

completion of the analogy, initially belongs exclusively to the sphere of speech; it is the accidental 

creation of an individual. It is in this area and outside of language that one should look for the origin of 

this phenomenon... Only a small part of the new formations that arise in speech is retained in the 

language; but those that remain are still numerous enough that over time, in their totality, they give the 

dictionary and grammar a completely different appearance.” 
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